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envenomed dart from the worthy
bread.

Ceafe to read \ and the evil dies of

itfelf : ceafe to purchafe ; and the ve

nal calumniator will drop his ulelefs

pen.

Think, while the cruel fmile yet

mantles on your cheek, that your

own heart may be the next that is

wrung by the malignant tale.
The amiable friend of your choice

—the fifler, endeared to you by the

tender ties of blood—the blooming
daughter you educated with fuch

anxious care—

Yourfelf—may be the next devot

ed viftim.

Reflect one moment, and you will

execrate the barbarous pleafure you

have felt, on reading thefe flanderous

chronicles of falfhood.

You wifh to be amufed. I par

don, I commend your wifh : but you

may be amufed without wounding
the better feelings of your foul.
Believe me, the human mind is cu

rious, not malignant.
It delights in well-painted pictures

of life and manners, but does not de

mand, that they (hall be drawn in

fhade.

The lovely form of virtue—of vir

tue, crowned by profperity, or nobly

ftruggling with the tide of adverfe

fortune—will amufe, will intereft,
will charm, beyond the blackeft

tints, wrought by the baleful hand of

the literary aflaflin.

Form ofthe conjlitution ofthe college of

T
phyficians of Philadelphia.
HE phyficians of Philadelphia,
influenced by the conviction of

themany advantages that have arifen

in every country from literary

inffitutions, have aflbciated them-

fel ves, under the name and
title of the

college of phyficians of Phidadel-

phia.
The objects of this college are, to

advance the fcience of medicine, ar/1

thereby to leflen human mifery, by
inveftigating the difeafes and reme

dies which are peculiar to our coun

try ; by obferving the effects of the

different feafons,, climates, and fitua-

tions, upon the human body ; by re

cording the changes, that are produ
ced in difeafes by the progrefs of

agriculture, arts, population, and

manners ; by fearching for medicines

in our woods, waters, and the bowels

of the earth; by enlarging our ave

nues to knowledge, from the disco

veries and publications of foreign
countries; by appointing ft a ted times

for literary intercourfe and communi

cations, and by cultivating order

and uniformity in the practice of

phyfic.
For the purpofe of obtaining thefe

objects, the following rules have been

adopted :

iff. The college fhall eonfifl of

twelve fenior fellows, and of an inde

finite number of junior fellows and

aflociates.

2d. The fenior and junior fellows

fhall refide in the city, ordiftrict of

Southwark or Liberties of Philadel

phia.
3d. The affociates fhall confift of

fuch perfons of merit, in the profefli-
on of medicine, who do not live

within the limits defcribed for fel

lows, without any regard to diverfi-

ty of nation or religion.
4th. The junior fellows fhall con-

fift of fuch practitioners of phyfic, as

are of good capacity, of good moral

characters, and decent deportment,
and who are not under twenty-four
years of age.

5th. The fenior fellows fhall be

chofen from among the juniors, by
the feniors only, within one month

after a vacancy is declared. The ju
nior fellows and aflociates fhall be

chofen by the joint votes of all the

fellows. Three-fourths of the whole

number of fenior fellows, fhall con

cur in the admiflion of feniors; and

three-fourths of the fellows fhall con-



406 Conjlitution of the college of phyficiam of Philadelphia.

cur in the admiflion of juniors and

aflociates.

6.th Alt taws, regulations, and ap

pointment'; to offices, fhall be made

by a majority of the joint votes of all
the fellows.

7th. The officers of the cortege
fhall conhft of a prefident, vice- pre
fident, four cenfors, a treafurer, and

fecretary, who fhall be chofen annu

ally, from amonglf the fenior fellows

on the firlt Tuefday in July.
8ih. The ftated meetings of the

college fhall be on the firit Tuefday
in every month. Belides thefe meet

ings, the prefident, or, in his abfence

or indifpofition, the vice prefident
fhall have power to call extraordina

ry meetings, whenever important or

unexpected bufinefs fhall require, of

which he fhall be the judge. It fhall

hkewife be in the power of any fix

fellows of the college, who concur in

their defires of a meeting, to autho-

rife the prefident, or, in his abfence

or indifpofition, the vice prefident
to call it.

9th. The bufinefs of the cenfors

fhall be, to intpect the records and

examine the accounts and expendi
tures of the college, and report there

on. And all communications made to

the fociety, after being read at one of

their Haled meetings, fhall be refer

red to the cenfors, and fuch other

members of the college, as fhall be

nominated for the purpole, to exa-

amine and report thereon to the col

lege, who fhall determine, by a vote

taken by ballot, on the propriety of

publifhing them in their tranfactions.

10th. The bufinefs of the fecre

tary fhall be to keep minutes of all

the meetings and tranfactions of the

fociety, and to record them in a book

provided for that purpofe ; likewile

to receive and preferve all books and

papers belonging, and letters ad-

drefled to the college.
nth. The bufinefs of the trea

furer fhall be to receive all the mo

nies of the college, and to pay them

to the order of the prefident, or vice*

prefident only, which order fhall be

the voucher of his expenditure.
12th. Every member of the col

lege fhall have a certificate of his

election, with the feal of the college
affixed thereto, figned by the prefident
and vice-prefident, and counterligned

by the cenfors and fecretary. The

ftyle of certificates, and all addrefles

from the college, fhall be as follows :

"
The prefident (or vice-prefident)

and college ofphyficians."
13th. No affociate, who comes to

refide within the limits mentioned in

the fecond rule, fhall be admitted to

a fellowfhip in the college, without

being elected in the manner prefenbed
for the admiflion of junior fellows.

No new member fhall be chofen, who
has not been propofed at a previous
ftated meeting.
14th. No law or regulation fhall

be adopted, that has not been propofed
at a previous ftated meeting : nor

fhall any part of the conftitution be

altered without being propofed for

confideration for three months. The

prefident, or vice-prefident, when he

takes the chair, fhall have no vote, ex

cept in queftions where there is an

equal divifion of voices : two-fifths of

the fellows fhall be a quorum for all

bufinefs, except the election of mem

bers, the expenditure of money, the

making of laws, or the altering of

the conftitution : in the three laft

cafes, a majority of the fellows fhall

be a quorum.

15th. Every fellow, upon his ad

miflion, fhall fubferibe to the above

rules, as a teflimony of his consent

ing to be bound by them. He fhall,
at the fame time, pay into the hands

of the treafurer the fum of eight dol

lars, towards ihe efiablifhing a fund

for the ufe of the college : he fhall

likewife pay two dollars nnually,
for the fame purpofe.
The following phyficians are the

prefent members of the college :

John Redman, Abraham Chovet,
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John Jones, John Morgan,
W.Shippen,jun. Adam Kuhn,
Benjamin Rulh, G. Clarkfon,
Samuel Duffield, Thomas Parke,
J. Hutchinfon, G. Glentworth.

Juniorfellows.
Robert Harris, John Carfon,
Benj. Duffield, W. W. Smith,
JohnFoulke, S. P. Griffits,
James Hall, John Morris,
Andrew Rofs, W. Clarkfon,
William Currie, Benjamin Say.
John Lynn,
All communications, that are in

cluded in the objects of the college,
fpecified in the preamble of the con

ftitution, may be addreffed to the fe

cretary, (poll paid, when they are

fent by that conveyance) or to any
other fellow of the college.
It is to be hoped, the friends of me

dical fcience in every part of the

united ftates, will concur in pro

moting, by ufeful communications,
the important defigns of this infti-

tution.

Publifhed by order of the college,
JAMES HUTCHINSON, fee.

The prefent officers of the college
are,

Prefident.
John Redman,
Vice-prefdent.
John Jones.

Cenfors.
William Shippen, jun.
Benjamin Rufh,
John Morgan,
Adam Kuhn.

Treafurer,
Gerardus Clarkfon.

Secretary.
James Hutchinfon.

SIR,

IT
is by order of the fociety for

alleviating the miferies of pub
lic pnfons, that I do myfelf the plea-
fure to enclofe you the addrefs lately
framed by them to the friends of hu

manity, which being defiruus of fee

ing generally diffufed, they have di

rected me to requeftyou will, for that

purpofe, infert in your Mufeum—By
fo doing, you will oblige the fociety,
and your very humble lervant,

J. SWANWICK,
Secretary to thejociety.

Mr. M. Carey.
To the friends of humanity.

THE fociety for alleviating the

miferies of public prifons, beg leave

to folicit the attention of the public,
to the objects of their inftitution.
From the weaknefs and imperfec

tion of all governments, there mull

neceffarily exitt, in every communi

ty, certain portions of diftrefs, which
lie beyond the reach of law to pre

vent or relieve. To fupply this de

ficiency in Philadelphia, this focie

ty was inftituted : and if a judgment
be formed of its future ulefulnefs,
from the fuccefs that hath attended

its firft efforts, there is reafon to be

lieve, it will prove a bleifing to our

city, not only as the means of re

lieving diftrefs, but likewife of pre

venting vice.
The funds of the fociety, at pre

fent, are confined to an annual iub-

fcription of ten {hillings from each

of jts members, and a ground rent,

of fourteen pounds, the donation of

the hon. John Dickinfon, efq. 1 hefe

fums are by no means equal to the

numerous objects and extenfive wiflies

of the fociety. They have, there

fore, taken this method of foliat

ing further benefactions from their

fellow citizens. To a people pic-

fefling chriflianity, it will be fuffici-

ent only to mention, that acts of cha

rity to the iniferable tenants of pn

fons, are upon record among the firft

of chrillian duties. From the ladies

therefore, whom heaven has blefled

with allluence, and the fiill greater

gift of fynii-Jthy—from gentlemen,
who acknowledge the obligations io

humanity—from the relation of our

fpecies to each other, in a common
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and univerfal Father—and from the

followers of the compaflionate Sa

viour of mankind, of every rank

and defcription— the fociety thus

humbly folicit an addition to their

funds.
Donations for the charitable and

humane purpofes of the fociety, will

be received by mr. Thomas Rodgers,
in Elbow-lane.

Signed by order of the fociety,
WILLIAM WHITE, prefident.
Philadelphia, AuguJl 16, 1787.

On the doclrine of chance : containing
remarks on Ethan Allen's Oracles of

Reajon
—-fuppofedto have beenwrit

ten by the rev. mr. Dwight, author

of the Conqucfl ofCanaan,
Mr. Printer,

THE
world has been long enter

tained by debates on the fub-

jett of chance. Mofl men, purfuing
the plain dictates of common fenfe,
have confidered chance as referring
folely to human apprehenfion ; and

have confidently averred, that events

are contingent only becaufe we dif-

cern not the connexion between

them and the caufes by which they
are produced. In the eye of the Cre

ator, they have fuppofed the idea of

chance a nihility : and the connex

ion, between caufe and effect, they
have conceived to be indifpenfably
neceflary, and uniformly actual, in all

things. The Epicurean or atomic

philofophers, fo called, I fuppofe,
from the peculiar fize of their under-

ftanding, have taught the doclrine

of chance in a very different man

ner. Thefe gentlemen have aflerted,
that the mighty frame, which we

call creation, retulted from mere ca-

fualty, from the fortuitous concur

rence of thefe atoms, which fome

men have mifiakenly fuppofed to

communicate their own name to

this fyflem of philofophy. Thus,
while one clafs of men conceived of

chance as one of thofe nothings,

which, in large herds, people the

fick brain of a dreaming philofo-
pher—another clafs have regarded
her ladyfhip with fuch high refpect,
as to think her the mofl proper pet-

fon to fill the throne of the univerfe,
which they have conceived to be va

cant of any other incumbent.

Perhaps in this cafe, as in mofl

others, the direct road to truth lies

between thefe very diverfe opinions.
I cannot but flatter myfelf, mr.

Printer, that in a train of very

learned and laborious reflexions on

this fubject, I have difcovered both

thefe claffes of difputants to have

fallen into errors of an almofl equal
magnitude. I flatter myfelf, alfo,
that 1 have alighted upon a happy
mode of reconciling thefe contend

ing parties, and perfuading them to

greater degrees of mutual civility.
The doctrine of chance has long

appeared to me of more fignificance,
than mankind have ufually acknow

ledged. Yet I cannot perfuade my

felf to attribute to it the univerfal

importance taught by the Epicure
ans. For fome time, indeed, I

doubted its reality : as, I fuppofe,
many of the readers of this eflay
have hitherto done. But feveral very

nice and interefting reafons have

convinced me, and will, I prefume,
convince them, that fuch doubts

have no foundation.

Among thefe reafons, mr. Printer,
a very forcible one is found in the

original exiftence of that fpecies of

worms, ufually called earth-worms

or angle-worms. Thefe worms, it is

now known, by ocular demonftrati-

on, and by teftimonies innumerable,
( I need not tell you of how high au

thority) derive their origin immedi

ately from chance. In proof of this

fact, it is made manifeft, by the fame

convincing evidence, that multitudes
of them defcend in the various {bow
ers of rain, which fall, from time to

time, during the fummer feafon.

They have been found, mr. Printer,
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